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Birds of a Feather Flock Together* and that 
is how and why organized LGBTQ law 
student activism began in 1972 ïfirst in Los 
Angeles, then in San Francisco, Madison, 
and Buffalo.  That was the same year the 
American Bar Association held its first forum 
on gay rights at an annual conference.  The 
nationôs first gay legal organization ïthe 
Gay Legal Caucus of the Gay Activists 
Alliance -- an association of New York 
lawyers, law students, and legal workers  
was also created in 1972.  Lambda Legal 
Defense filed incorporation papers that year.  
Appeals were filed in same-sex marriage 
cases in Minnesota and Kentucky in 1972.

To commemorate the 50th anniversary of these historic events, we are 

producing a series of short videos, a memory book, and a webinar.  The 

project serves two purposes: to honor the LGBTQ law student trailblazers 

and lawyers of the 1970s; to educate the current generation of lawyers and 

law students about events that helped build the foundation of many of the 

LGBTQ rights we enjoy today.  It took courage to openly advocate for 

lesbian and gay rights in an era when the full weight of society condemned 

homosexuality and those ñafflictedò with it.  We were labeled as criminals, 

diagnosed as mentally ill, damned to hell by most religions, unwanted by 

most employers, rejected by the military, and shunned by many families.

*The phrase Birds of a Feather was inspired by chapter one of The Domino 

Effect book.  To view a short video about the formation of the first gay law 

student association in the nation, click here.

https://disabilityandguardianship.org/1972-a-new-kind-of-lawyer.pdf
https://dominoeffectbook.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-w687upd2VM


Webinar. A webinar will be hosted by the Williams Institute at 
UCLA Law School.  A history professor will discuss the 
emergence of gay law student organizations in the 1970s. 
Several live presentations and short video clips will share the 
experiences of some trailblazers. This will be followed by a 
presentation on how and when ñoutò transgender, nonbinary, 
and law students of color emerged as LGBT rights advocates.

Memory Book. A book of LGBT legal history will be published.  
It will contain historical background of LGBT rights in the 1950s 
and 1960s and biographies of 1970s trailblazers, with links to 
historical materials that can be found online.  

Videos. Short videos of interviews with some of the living 
trailblazers will be released on YouTube and through social 
media during LGBTQ History Month.

+ March 30 Webinar. A one-hour webinar was hosted by the 
OutLaw LGBTQ student association at Loyola Law School in 
Los Angeles.  It included a narrated PowerPoint and a short 
video clip about the advocacy of gay and lesbian law students 
during the breakthrough year of 1972.  Click here for the video. 

Birds of a Feather commemorative 

events will occur during LGBT 

History Month in October 2022. 

https://tomcoleman.us/1970s/70s-cover.pdf
https://disabilityandguardianship.org/OutLaw-Webinar.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cdiN33g0hbE


As a Sponsor.  Individuals, businesses, and organizations can make 
a donationto help defray the costs of the project. Those donating 
$1,000 or more will be listed as a major donorand will receive a 
full page of display space in the memory book. Those who donate 
$500 or more will be listed as a benefactorand will receive a 
quarter page of display space. Individuals who donate $100 and 
organizations or businesses that donate $250 will be listed as 
supportersof the project  A donation can be made as a gift to 
someone whose name will be listedor it can be made in memory 
of a deceased individual.   For information on how to donate, go 
to: https://spectruminstitute.org/please-donate-today/ or email us 
at: tomcoleman@spectruminstitute.orgProceeds in excess of 
production costs will help fund our Capacity to Loveproject.

As an Endorser.  Organizations that are unable to make a donation
but would like to show their support can make a statement 
endorsing the project.  You may send your endorsement to: 
tomcoleman@spectruminstitute.org

As a Trailblazer.  Individuals who have been identified as trailblazers 
from the 1970s can participate in a variety of ways: become a 
sponsor; submit a personal essay for the memory book about your 
experiences in the 1970s and beyond; and/or consent to a video 
interview.  Contact us at: tomcoleman@spectruminstitute.org

https://spectruminstitute.org/please-donate-today/
mailto:tomcoleman@spectruminstitute.org
https://disabilityandguardianship.org/capacity-to-love.pdf
mailto:tomcoleman@spectruminstitute.org
mailto:tomcoleman@spectruminstitute.org
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An Invitation to LGBTQ Law Student Organizations

With the support of nonprofit organizations, law schools, public officials, and 
others, Spectrum Institute will be engaging in a series of activities this year to 
commemorate 1972 as a breakthrough year for LGBTQ law student activism and to 
honor the students and lawyers who were trailblazers for LGBTQ rights during the 
entire decade of the 1970s.  For more information about the webinar, memory 
book, and videos that will occur in October which is LGBTQ History month, go to: 

https://spectruminstitute.org/50th-Anniversary-Commemoration.html

Here is how your student group can participate:

˅ Make a donation of $250 to become a sponsor.  OutLawLLS at Loyola in Los 
Angeles had the school administration make the donation in their name.  

˅ Email us your endorsement of this historic commemoration if you are unable to 
secure the funds for a donation.

˅ Attend the webinar in October and encourage other students and faculty to do 
the same.  The noontime webinar (PST) will be hosted by the Williams Institute at 
UCLA Law School.  The date will be announced well in advance.

˅ Hold your own events during LGBTQ History Month.  OutLawsLLS at Loyola will 
host a reception for LGBTQ students, faculty, alumni and allies in October.

Contact us at: tomcoleman@spectruminstitute.org/ (818) 230-5156

https://spectruminstitute.org/50th-Anniversary-Commemoration.html
mailto:tomcoleman@spectruminstitute.org


Top Row:  Tom Coleman, Sheri Kellogg, John DiPietro, Maria Reyes Olmedo, 
Middle Row: Joseph Reyes.  Jenny Coleman, Mike Kiraly
Bottom Row:  Gurdeep Singh Raina, Kelly Blair. Richard Cox.

(Information about these board members and volunteers is found on the 
last page of the brochure.)



The Williams Institute is a major donor to the Birds of 
a Feather commemoration and will host the webinar. 
It is the leading research center on sexual orientation 
and gender identity law.   It ensures that facts τnot 
stereotypes τ inform laws, policies, and judicial 
decisions that affect the LGBT community.

With representatives from nearly 200 
ABA- approved law schools, the Law 
Student Divisionof the American Bar 
Association is sponsoring the project.

Founded in 1979 as Lawyers for 
Human Rights, the LGBTQ+ 
Lawyers Association of Los Angeles 
is a major donor to the project.

https://abaforlawstudents.com/


California Senate President Pro 
TemToni Atkins (left) and Senator 
Christine Kehoe (ret) made a 
major donation to the project.

The David BohnettFoundation became a major donor of the 
commemoration in memory of Rand Schrader.  Rand was the 
second openly gay judge in the United States, having been 
appointed by then Governor Jerry Brown in 1980.

The Tom HomannLGBT 
Law Association is a 
benefactor to the project.



California Legislative LGBT Foundation in 

partnership with the California Legislative LGBTQ 

Caucus are major donors to the project.  Formed in 

2002, the caucus provides a forum for legislators to 

discuss issues that affect LGBTQ Californians and to 

further the goal of equality and justice for everyone.

Assembly Members Alex Lee, Christopher Ward, Evan Low, Sabrina Cervantes 

Senate President Pro TemToni Atkins and Senators John Laird, Scott Weiner, Susan 
TalamantesEggman.  Insurance Commissioner Ricardo Lara is an ex officio member.




