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I have been persuaded to run for a position on the Board of Directors of °
- the Msttachine Society because of thé regrettsble atmosphere of divisiveness which
“has pervaded this year'telections.” My: Cwn feelings have always been that the
- less eléctioneering within the Society, the better. ~The Society has a job to do,
¢ x‘.m&-,'*in"the‘uysb“@f all but an insignificant minority, it is doing this job very
¢ Well o inifruth, exceeédingly well; when Ome considers b~w much has been acctm-
“tplished with the limited resourcés, both human and financial, which have been made
iavailable to-it, - This is not merély ‘the view of members who are close 0 the
centre of the Society's activitied --'their opinions might be considered self-
.- -serving -- but it is the unchallenged testimony of cbservers from without the
- homophile movement, both within New York City and in the country at large, whose
high regard and unstinting praise for the Mattachine Society of New York are the
-+ most eloquent proof of the extent to which M.S.N.Y. has become the suth fetive
. wpice of the homophile movement.
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. 27 In truth, the Steiety's prestige and reputation is currently such that
there 48 no person or position of power in the greater New York City area, from
_ ghe Mayor's office down, to which it does not have easy access, and my own travels
throughout the country in connection with the work of the North American Conference
of Homophile Organizations §.A.C.H.0.) -- to the chairmanship of whose legal com-
mittee I was recently appointed -- confirms the extent t0 which this is also true
for the nation as a whole, Whilst this ¢ondition should errstitute aause for
pride, it is well to remember that this 'was not always so. Until compargbively
_.recently, the Mattachine Society of New York was run -- most regrettably -- like
_a Saturday -afternoon sewing circle, and exerted a gsewing circle's influence On
the local commumity. ‘The meetings of the Board of Directors were taken up with
such weighty matibers as discussions on how the books in the Society's library
were t0 be catalogued, Or on whether or not to place a $5,00 advertisement in the
. pewspaper annouricing the next monthly speaker. Even the most cursory perusal of
the matters in which the Society is now involved, and of the roster of eminent
_ persons who enter its doors for discussions On a host of different subjects,
testifies to the extent to which M.S.N.Y. has come of age,. With one possible
. exception, M.S.N.Y, is the only homophile organization in the country which main-
__ tains a full-time office, with g Pull-time executive director -- and office which
_wnis staffed throughout the week with perscns who have become specielists in their
work, - Ly Az e = -
‘J';; . ... Unfortunstely, there has slways beéen a small minority within the Society
_ . --represented.mainly by -a residue of disgruntled office-holders from bye-gone days
' == who have not-acceptéd the present state of affairs. They resent the profession-
alism which.ppw permeates the organization, and hanker for . "the good old days":
when anyOne, no matter how incompetent, could attain office, Normally these mal-
., contents are without influence within -theé Stciety, and are ignored.by the great
. majority.of ¥he membership.. :But, during 'the past‘few'months, an sura Of mespewei=
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bility has been given them by Mr, Ed Trust's ill-disguised attempts to remove
Dick Leitsch and the present administration from offices Im his Yersonal ven-

~ detta dgainst Dick Leitsch, Trust has allied himself wittr these et tograde ‘elements
v i3 the hope' that {h'qk‘may be. useful in his, power-play: for- suthority. 'This is in-
rideed tragic, It 1s 2 measure of the. extent. to which;Trust has permitted personal

animosity to0 dominate his teason that he.has caused toibe nominited for vice-
‘president Al DeDion, whose tenure of office as head pif":the: Sodiety more ‘than a
~decade -ag0 was one Of the mOst pathetic examples.of blundeiring 'in¢émpeteénce that
the Society was ever obliged to endure, During DeDion's.incumbancy the Society
reflected hiis own pathologicel distrust of talent, with their@sult 'that the organi-
2ation remained an inhospitable ground to all persons of compétéfice-and' ability,
and it made no effort to enlist their services. In resurredting this voice from
. %he tombs, Trust has been guilty of a great disservice to the Society, since, if
persons like DeDion once again hold pffice in the Orgenization, the Society will
be doomed: t0 the same sepulchral existence which it had when he was in charge,

It is shociing emough to think thet the Society has not yet gotten around to expel-
ling Delion, who sbsconded with the Society's private membership lists, who refused

to return them after pw’ﬂﬁtént-dq;napd&{_,énd who finally forced the Society to

‘thregben: legal action in Order to obtain them, To nominate him for vice-presjdent

;. yv28. the-orowning . outrage. (DeDion had to be custed from the office because, as a
.. ~Yolunteer worker in charge of a book-selling project which had been set up t0
. bring in revemue for the ‘Society, he attempted to convert the program into a

private profit-maeking businéss of his own.) I recount these deliquencies with deep
regret, mindful, however, of the duty of every member rigourously to expose ‘and
extirpate them when they come to light. e 2
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;,i:hgfonl redesming feature of the Trust slate of candidates is the man 'h’e
ed t0 run for the three Board of Directors, The ..
A ] g:c:;ed ?en ;}f pirta_hand ability,
Rev. W I : e classics -
. érature of howOsexual reform, both Tegal and social, Both he gnd Rev‘;nw;o.e:hi\i:r
have demonstrated their devotien to the Society's cause on countless Occasiong, It
is to be most regretted that they have unwittingly permitted their names to be
used to promote Trust's designs, Neither Of these men Las been in cIose contact
with the Society for a nunber Of years, and they have been quite ignorant of what
.. 18 tranepiring, It is highly unlikely that either of them would consciously lend
* themselves to the underhanded political manoeuverin Trust and his
tohorts, It is because both of these ministers have always been so distant from
tge immediate affairs _Qr tl_lq Sogiety that their Suitability for membership op the
. _r;gaal_{or Directors i_a...opan'_to.qngatit}p._ -Rev, Wiesbauer lives‘in Massachusetts
Sioats ogen & member_of-4hd Board for the, past three gears. I i only with dif.
?'cg;i::.yim_qt__ he is.able to.atténd meetinga. With the exception ‘of ope occasian::
I3 UL 04 ek o g e o & 2, 21ngle Bourd Heeting 1or the pece peu,

experie : 2 7, and wbo are able to bring to 1t .
lib:ratima the fréats of that experience. And it goes without nyfng that B;ard
mem :rahip entails diligent attendance at Board meetings. The time is long since

past when One can satisfy one's Obligations as a Board member by good intentiomns

Plus a single appearance, M,S.N.Y, now has a working Board of Directors, several







