&—+&e  ANNUAL REPCRT OF CHAIRMAN LECAL COMMITTEE

yeer: hae been en unusual one for the Legel Committee of the

1

1ine Society. his wae because a lerge portion of the Committeels efforts had to be

&

Mettac
devoted to the draughting of an entirely new constitution for the Sociéty, which document
hed then to be steered through to ite finel retificstion. The Committee's work on the new
congtitution wae not done under the name of the Legal Committee, but as the Constituticnal
Advisory Committee. However, since the membership of the one wes almost identical with the
other, the result was to teke up s large pert of the Legal Committee's time and efforts
during the entire year.

Importent as was the writing and adoption of the new congtitution, the
Committee is mindful of the fact that this kind of "housekeeping" work for the internsl needs
of the Society ie not the raison d'%tre of ite existence., It exﬁects guch work to be reduced
to e minimum in the future, in ordér thet it may concentreste its effortes on whet must ever be
ite central geal —- working toverd general law reform in the field of homosexual conduct.
With the exception of some minor amendments to the new constitution which the present docu-
ment, like all new instruments, will require by way of clarificetion, the Committee plane %o
Juring the coming year in sn outwerd-going direction,

e, ~ |

concentrate its main effortes
The past twelve monthe have witnessed continuing ferment in the area of

lew reform, Several stetes are now in the process of considering the abolition of their

legal sanctions ageinst homosexzual conduet performed in private by congenting adults, 1In all

of these states but one, the subject is being teken up as part of a reneral overhaul of the

entire criminal lew. In North Caroling, howeyer, the metter is the subject of & special

stete committee, eppointed by the Governor specificelly to consider legal reform in this eree,

In addition to these developmente in tiis country, reform along similar lines sdvoceted by

the Wollfenden Cormittee very nearly became law in Grest Britain in the lest session of Par-

liament. A bill incorporeting thece chengee passed the House of lorde, and had very nearly

completed the necessary three readings in the House of Commons, when the dissolving of Parlia~-

ment by Her Majesty's Covernment in March reduced everything to naught, end necessitated

starting once again”from the beginning in the newly-elected Legislature, Neverthelees, the

prospects for some fundementel legael reform in England during the life-time of the present

ParYisment are very good,
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On the domestic™ scene, the Legal Committee hes been in contact with

groups working for law reform in two of the ‘several states where the subject is under review.

tlee representetives
southern
needs be conducted
ails here,
One overriding considerstion of which the Committee is ever

e proposals for legal reform contemplsate any change in
rainst homosexuality, the ones of which the great majority of
provide the setting for moet of the entrapment
subsunmed under differing titles in different nds but
and patterned after, the
try as
loitering for en immoral purpose, or, f
York code that will teke effect next year, which penalises loitering for the
purpose of soliciting ancther person to'engage in g deviste sexual act. The Model Criminal
Code of the American Law Insti B ich propoeges th 1 1€ laws

of are
ageinst sodomy, and the recbmmendations\which primarily responsi the present changed
7 FAN
lezal climete, mekes no recommendation for change in this subsidiary ares,which
for the bulk of homosexual arrests. On the contrary, th
eriminel
Code continues to recommend '~ a ' penalties sgainst loi

ter

others to engage in deviate sexual acts. Only in Illinois have all lawe ageinst homosexua-
lity been repealed, and the years since the Illinois repeal tend to confirm the view that,
as between following the Illinois precedent and the recommendations of the American law
Institute, the states ere much more likely to follow the latter.

In the face of this somewhat discoureging prospect, the Committee
hag forrulated certein plans, and has elready made some initial contacte with a view teo
implementing them. It expects these plans to unfold during the coming year.

ds the yeer wa ¢ 4o a close, the lezal Cormittee wae celled

upon by the President of th 7o in tlhe legal : hich had erisen over the
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