





to Mr. Breckett et the time you see him.

& few worde sbout the ecommittee's work, By definiticn, much of the
committee's efforte will involve cresting meens for coBrdineting and meking wore
effective the legel work which e slresdy being deme, 4t firet glence, this mey
- sppeer ¥Yeletively unimportsmt, In truth, it is centrel to everything else, &t pree
eent little or nothing s being done to #nsure thet work which hee proved successful
in ¢ne plece ie put to uee eleewhere, Thie ig & problem, not only in the field of
« homogexual lew reform, but in the whole eres of civil righte generally, I heve dig-
cupded it at length with Mr, DiSuvere, It wae to meet thie problem thet the Emergency
Civil libertiee Committee oreated ite national panel of lewyere, The purpose wes not
to create en impreesive arrey of legal talent, but to provide e mothod whereby the
legel research which had boen dome and the eourt record which had beer ®uilt wp in
one jurisdiction ceould be wade sveileble to every other gectior of the country, thus
egving sll the tive, effort, and experee which would be required to duplicete tlig
work elsewhere, I1f this system were in effect on the homophile front, 6ne can see
wany sresg where the results oould be little short of dramatie,

Take, for exemple, the problem of the arbitrery closing of "gay"
bare erd the errest of their pstrons on trumped-up cherges, Thie forn of police
harespment ie eommon to elwost every juriediction, If the legel regesrch, the subse-
. quent briefs, end the ultimete tourt recerd in the so~called ﬁhl '¢ Bar Care" in New
Jergsey -~ whieh led te a complete legel vietory on these igmiec in thie stote = were
mede eveileble to every jurisdiction where such ceseg erige, nttornmeye in those other
arese would be much more willing teo undertske test ceses, eince much of the legesl
work would elresdy heve been done for them. HEgually importent will be the legal come
mittee's duty to see that time end money are concentrested in legel sreas which are
esegentisl, In the peest, velueble time end money heve been weeted on cases which
should heve been recognised ss likely to prove unproductive, or which were fundamen=
telly vnreleted to the besic objectives of the homophile movement. Not every case
invelving e homesexuel or homosexuality ls a £it one to teet, even though the defen-
dent mey Be willing te sppeel, The immigretion cece which wap eppeeled a few yesrs
ago 8t the expense of the moverment == I believe it wes the Boutilier Core —= ig &
clesr-cut exemple of e cape which ghould never have been telen on, since the outcome
wae & Toregone eonclusion, (It involved e federsl lmmigretion stetute which the
ecourte had sbpolutely no choice but to interpret in the marmer in which they did.
fyen in the unlikely event thet the appesl hed beer successful, it would heye been a
Fyrrhic vietory, since it would have left the ptetue of the homosexusl vie~a~vig the
federsl government untouched.) Yet & grest desl of time end money wee wasted on this
case, and Clarlc Polak of Philedelphis went eo fer se to underwrite the cost of prine
ting the eppeal brief. Fventuelly, of course, it ie to be hoped thet the lawyere on
the legel committee will try casee on their own. :

8o much, then, for the legel cormittice and its work, Defore conclue
ding, I should like to spesk sbout another metter, which, I em sure, must be @& much
a source of eatiefection to you end the other membergcef Metiachine MiweEt ez 1t is to
me, I refer to the vest improvement end reel sccomplishwent in the work of jour orge=
nisation, I den't mind telling you thet I think that your lest two newslettere - the
onee for Janusry end Februsry 1969 - reves! w eetiebyowhich hes not only dircovered
its goels, but which hae developed meny of the teckniques end the mesiie to secomplish
them. The petivities you are now engeged in begpeak & eophieticetion snd determinstion
which wag sbeent before,  Vorthy of special commendetion iz your conference with My,
Neurater of the Chiosgo Police Department and your meeting with Mr, MeCollum of SERD,
The fect thet the discussions with Neursuter did not result in anything immedietely
tengible ehould ceuse no diecoursgement, Many knocks on the door wiil be necessary
before it ie opened, but there is no gainsaying the cumulstive effect of persistent
representetions to thore in esuthority, such ee those you mede to the police., V¥hen







