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1o ds you can gee from Dr, Messer's sccompenying letter, the Buchenen

cesge has not lived up to our expectetions, That litigetion wee the firet constituticnal

chellenge which our committee, mow known es the National Committee for Sexuel Civil Liber-

ties,instituted. LhewiSSgel  PEENSNE WEITh anembe raiceled Lo exyp e, ]here is 8

B,
strong likelihood thet the Supreme Court will not hesr the case, wimmdd. lhis meengeihat

p— o ————_

Cgr-Nationel—Cemmittee-dwemew engered in en stteck on the godomy
Lo e Fornnsy

and homosexual solicitetion stetutes on & brosd front, ievedwdyy Mot only legel challenges,
but legieletive efforts end appeesrences before sdministretive sgencies of gevernment, A
test case hes been instituted in Coloredo e-einet & Denver municipel solicitstion ordinance.
Thie litigatién  gives promise of even more extensive homosexuel lew reform then the
Buchsnen cese ever did, since it involves e direct challenge to the solicitetion ststutes
end through them to the sodomy lesws. It ie slso of more practicel importence to homo-
gexuals, since the golicitetion stetutes end not the sodomy lews ere the cnes which account

elso
for slmoet 211 homosexual arrests, There sre,cases which, though not homosexuel im charec-

A

ter, nevertheless involve the seme legal issues which need to be fought out if homosexual
lew reform is ever to be sttsined. Thet is ' why the committee recently intervened as
apicus curise in & New Jersey cace involving e constitutional test of that state's formice=
tios law, o ”%Ew;ﬂ-gz;fﬁamawuwh;k-muwn3ﬂﬁ!ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁuﬂﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁuwemﬂ!%huaﬁﬁhﬂw

The committee hes slresdy one signal victory to ite credit. Neny
of you mey recently hsve read in the newspspers where the Netional Commission on Reform
of Federsl Oriminal lews presented;:the Pregident the final dreft of ite proposed Federel
Criminel Code for submission to Congress for edoption. 4&s imitielly drefted, thet code
conteined —- in the form of section 1853 -- e particulerlyvicious sclicitation stetute.
Through importent contascts on the Commigsion, the committee wes eble to submit e brief
last summer, as & consequence of whieh the offending section wee removed in its entirety'

end repleced by e new and inoffensive section thet follows our recommendetiong in every




el O

legislation concerning their fete, Becsuse this propcsed Federal Criminal Code must now
be passed by Congress, the comritteee's work in this eres cannot be publicized; otherwise
it would slert Nesnderthel bigots in Congress end jeoperdize Comgressional passege. This
pointe up the fect that much of the committee's most important work hes hed to be carried
on in privaete, and why the committee hee had to eschew most publicity,

Fresently the committee ig heavily enzeged in the legiglative fight
to repesl the New York sodomy and solicitetion lews and to "gee enscted an enti-discrimi-
nation ststute to protect homosexusls in housing end employment, Professor Walter Barnett
of the University of New Mexico Scheol of Law, who is this yesr & Harlan Figke Sﬁone
research scholer st Columbia Lew School, is now one-of the committee's two co=chairmen.
lggt month we '' testified before en sd hoc committee of the New York lecislature congi-
dering homosexual law reform end we only last week::ubmitted two briefs to that committee,
one on the sodomy law, the other on the solicitetion stetute, Because it is clear thet
the legislators will not eccept outright repesl of the New York solicitation stetute, we
have recommended thet New York follow the federsl recommendetione for which we were respon-
sible, end we are in direct touch with seversl members of the legislature in the hope that
our proposale will be sccepted.

We heve recently begun communicstion with the penel lew revieion com-
missions in those states which are in the process of drafting new legsl codes, with a view
to heving those commisgions mai;i:icommendstfrns to their respective legislatures conso-
nent with our gosals.

The committee itself is now 2 truly nstionsl working body, 2nd numbers
geverel prominent peresone emonget its members, such ae Melvin Wulf, nationel legsl director
of the American Civil Liberties Union, Professor George Schetzki of the University of Texas
Lew School, Donald Centor, the Hartford attorney who was one of those responsible for
repesl of the Connecticut sodomy and solicitetion laws, end Herbert Selwyn, the prominent
Los &ngeles civil righte attorney, It also includes zuthorities in related digciplines,

such gz Pr, R. &. leud Humphreys of the School of Criminel Justice, Strte University of

New York st Albsny end consultente like Dr, Evelyn Hooker of the Univereity of Celifornis,

Loe Mngeles, Dr. lee Reinwster of Herverd, the foremost suthority om the gsociology of
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devience, end Dr, J?y Ketz, the cnly M.Ds on the faculty of the Yale law School.

. Although ell members of the committee contribute their time and
knowledge grestus, there sre gtill very heevy expencses for court costg, printing cherges,
deposgitions from witneeses, long dietance phone celle end meiling expeneee. Our expences
in the current New York legieslative cempsign ere alreedy more than $250, Hb:zGEarnestly
requesting that those donors who were generous enough to contribute to the Buchanen
appeel allow the committee to ghift theee funds, which are now lying in s sepasrste
account, ﬁfgugbgg_itgz"pav be used Pqittbe csgpittee g venerel pyrpgzsgwggujgg;agzgga:ned.
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We A qlggdggk;gghghghé=iﬁ4you pogeibly can, you meke an additionsl contribution to the

committee/ to further the very 1mportaﬂt work in which it is engeged.
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’ In this connect:on/\ should alego stete thet all centributions to

the cpmmittee cen now be mede tex deductible to contributors. Thie has been made poseible
through en arranéément with the Ingtitute for the Study of Hupen Regources, s tax—exempf
foundetion i# los Angeles. égrangemente heve been concluded whereby those wishing to con-
tribute to the cormittee and to obtain ; subﬁeauant tex deduction c¢en meke their cheques
ki A Inetitute, end the committee, in turn, will be_tke ultimate beneficiery of
tbeee:contribgiions. Accordingly, plesse send your ;Entributions ﬁiﬂﬁﬁ@iﬂlﬂlﬁ!lﬂiérb
the committee

-iﬂl-ul-rr to Dr., Penrv Megger, 22 Cherles Street, New York, N. Y. 10014 or to A &t the
sbov¢ addre=s. Cbequec should”be mede out either to the Qrder of the National Committee
for* wexual C3 v11 waert:eé or, if a tex deducticn ie desired, to the Instituteqff; the

_,,.?-

Study of Human Rﬂeourzés. (& further gdventege ie thet the lnatitute s name revesls
/,

o
nothing of ththurpoae for which the funds are to be used, 'c.]::‘ug protectanz those who do

not wish to list a homophile orgaﬂlzatlon on their tax retu%ns.) iny eegigtence you

can give wil%‘e much eppreciated.

Very sincerely yours,

Walter E. Barmett
Arthur C. Warner

Co-cheirmen Netional Committee
for Sexual Civil Libertiepg




