: ] i There is teday one overriding test by which the effectivensss
f

and viabilit{hj? any hemephile afgnnization can be judged,and that is its ability to relate to
the revolution which has oceurred amongst gay people in our seciety. That revolution assumed its
most visible form in the Christopher 8treet demonstrstions of 1969, with the result that June,
1969 has new the same meaning for gay liberation as July 1789 ence had for bourgeous liberatien.
After destroying the "Stonewall" of the hemesexual ghette, this revelution revealed the existence
of & homesesual "third estate", streng and fearless, ne lenger willing te cringe befere the
establishment, aﬁd proudly determined to demend its rights ess free men within a prefessedly free
society. In the shert spen of three years, this revelutien has done mere to destrey the seven
aéeaold myths about gey peeple than all the pentifications ef Fformer generatiens combined.

(These mythss: (1) that homosexuals are effeminate, (2) that they preselytize for "recruits®,
(5) that they molest children, (4) that they are sick, (5)) thet homesexuality is "umnatural®,

(6) that it is the ceuse ef the decay of civilizatiens, and (7) that the world would be depepu~
lated if homesexuality were legalized,} This is net the place to discuss the reasens for this
exhilerating change except to note that it constitutes part of the much breader pattern ef sexual
liberation generally,which — particularly amongst those umder thirty -- now seriously challenges
the entire traditional Judee-Christien sexual ethic in all its aspects, both heterosexual and
homesexual, Meny secielegical trends have converged te bring asbout this change, Suffice it te
nete that the impact of drug usege in sepping socially-inspired sexual inhibitiens, the changing
roles of the sexes, increased‘leiﬁurs concomitent with the waning of the Puriten ethic, the
inereased economic independence of yeung people, the bresk-dewn ef the treditional family struc-
ture, and,- finally, - the inéreaaing rejection — beth by the churches and by ethér egencies ef
social contrel — eof the pestulate that the central purpese eof sex is precreation — all these
are important factoers which have contributed té this sexual revolutien,

The import of these revelutionary chenges must be understood by
any hemephile organizatien if it.ia to remain viable in teday's werld. Fer erganizations such as
Mattachine, which is one of the very few present-day gay argaﬁizatiens with a genuine pre-
revolutienary histery, this is deubly impertant, lest they fall inte the errer ef cent inuing te
do business in the traditional way;?ginding‘ themselves casteways en teday's beaches, Clearly

many of the eld axioms must be discerded. Such relics from the past as ege limitatiens en member-

ship in gay greups, emphasis en "ceat-and-ties" to create a “respectable" image, deferential
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attitudes toward the pewers that be, blind-spets teward minerities within the hemephile community

~- whether they be black, Puerie-ﬁican, tranasvestites, or sade-masechists -- all these are pre-

which :
ducts of an agithS'aisgppgarad, Fertunately Mettachine hes begun to recognize the need for

change an;:;aken some affirmative steps to meet today's challenges. It hss probably changed mere
than any of the ether old-line hemephile erganizations, But this is net saying very much, and it
still hes far to go if it is to empley its concededly stréng resources in ways which will be
effective in the contemperary scene.

Teo meny Mattachine members are still obzessed with an erganizational
chauvinism that ill comports with the needs ef the times. Tee few Mattachine members appreciate
that ergenizations are nething mere than instruments for the attainment of © L' " human geals,
end thet they are net ends in themselves, The days when Mattachine could claim, with evident
satisfaction, that it was the only hemophile erganjzation in New Yerk ere gone forever, fortun-.
nately never to return. Gone toe are the petty autecrats who presided ever mest ef the pre-
revolutionary gey organizations, jealeusly guarding their setreps egainet all interlepers, The
everwhelming majerity of hemephile erganizations teday are resl, genuine groups, whose membership
rolls afe steadily inoressing. The sham paper organizatione of the past, created by inventive
prima donnas on self-serving ege trips are teday as rare a politicel phenomenon as is Mayer
Daley's Chicege, As one of the few genuine .old-line homophile greups, Mattachine has a contribu-
tien ﬁo make, but it can do se only if it rejects any notion of "coing it alene", No hemephile
group can be relevent teday unless it ' maintains the cleest ccﬁtact and coﬁpefation with all
other gay greups in its community, Unless gay peeple hang tegether they will continue ﬁo be:
henged seperately. Concretely this meens thet the test of effectiveness of any Mattachine officer
or Board member can no lenger be judged merely by his sttendance record at exclusively Mattachine
funétions. Officers and Board members mmust be judgedon their conmtributions to the gay community;
they must be judged not merely on what they are doing for Mettechine, but what they are doing to
further the goals of gay libg;ation as a Wwhole,

If, then, we recognize thet gay liberation rather than enhancement of
- Mattachine as an organizational entity, is our true goal, it is clear that all of us -- members,
Board members, and officers amlike ~- must work within the context of that goal, Membership on

the Mattechine Bpard of Directors should entail some contribution te gey liberation, It is high

time to discard the illusion that Board members have acquitted themselves of their responsibi-




~3-
lities simply by emessing perfect attendance records at Board meetings., It is high time to
recognize that Board members whose activities range ovar‘tha entire contemporary gay scene and
whose work for gay liberation is performed wherever thers is & need for their services —-
regardless of the organizational banmer under which that work mpy-fall =~ that such persons are
assets to the Mattachine Society, that they bring teo it = breadth of vision and a knowledge of
dey-to-day developments in the now-rapidly-moving homophile cemmunity which are quintessential if
Mattachine is to remein at all relevant in today's world, Mattachine would long ago have fallen
prey to the internal forces of parochialism had it not been for these outside gay activities of
a few of her members,

It is within this context that I seek reSlection to the Mattachine

Board of Directors, Nine months mge, I would not have séught redlection, Then I was asked by
Bob Milne, our dedicated president, to head the Mattachine prcgrémme of weekly vigitation to gay
prisoners on Riker's Island. I reSrganized the programme, and opened it up to participation by
members of other New York area homophile groups. s a result, some of the most effective and
dedicated members of the Msttachine prison-visiting committee —— in fact, an actual majority of
its members ~- are themselves not Mettachine members, but belong to other gey groups in New York.
It is no exaggeretion te say thet, without this infusion of vibrant new talent from fraternal
organizetions, the programme itself might hava foundered, Mattachlna has similarly benefitted
over the years from my co-chairmansth of the National Gomm;ttee for Bexuel Civil Liberties, a
national organizetion, composed mainly of lawyers throughout the country working for the repeal
of the sodomw laws and of other criminal sanctions dzrectsd against homoaexuala. With Walter E,.
Barnatt, sometime professor at the University of New Mexico School of law, and now on the faculty
of Hastings law School in 8an Francisco, as its other ¢o=chairmen, this committee was two years
ego responsible for the removal of a most noxious solicitetion provision from the proposed new

Federal Criminal Code which, in January, 1971, was submitted to the Congress by the National Com-

miggion on Reform of Pederal Criminal laws. (I wrote the brief for this purpose,) The same com-

mittee last year distributed to évery ﬁemher of the New York State legislature the two official
memoranda from the entire homophile movement arguing for repeal of the New York sodomy and homo-
sexual solicitation laws, (Again, I wrote the two memorande,) These have subsequently been dis-
tributed in numerous other states where penal law reform is under active consideration, A= a

consequence of our committee's representations in New Jersey, the New Jersey Criminal Law Revi-
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gion Commisgion is pre;ently congidering our recommendstion that the New Jersey solicitation
statute be repealed, (Sodemy repesl has already been reccmmended for the state by the Commis-
sion,) 4s @ result I em presently heavily engaged in writing the New Jersey brief for this pur=
pose, I might add that the Nebraska FPenal Law Revision Commission, after having initially decided
upon & solicitation statute for thd stete, fecently agreed not to recorménd enmy criminel sanctions
in this asrea after our two New York briefs were distributed to them,

As a sequel to the Riker's Islend visitations, I am now in the pro-
cess of orgenizing a similar programme for New Jersey. I have already twice_visitad gay priscners
in the New Jersey State prison at Rahway as the sole gay representative in a group sponsored by
the Fortune Society of Essex County, The Riker 's Island programme itself is now open for pur-

in

poses of instruction to any other g8y orgnnizatiogﬁtha New York arees which wishes to establish a

similer committee to visit other New York prisons, Some members of the G.A.B, of Brooklyn are

already perticipating in the Riker's Island programme with a view to setting up a similar visi-

tation committee of their own for ihe Brocklyn House of Detentien,

I have been an ectiyve member of the Mattachine speekers' bureau for
several years, but the effectiveness of this group has been immeasurably enhancal this past year
under Bob Milne's presidency. I em also on the speekers' penels of the G, A. A, of New York
and of the G, A; A. of New Jersey, activities whicﬁ have-greatl& incressed my own effectiveness
for Mgttechine, Many of Mattachine's New Jersey spesking engagements are turned over to me, and,
in those cases, 1 generally invite éomaone from the G.A.A, of New Jersey to share the platform
with me. This hes proved singularly gffective on & number of occasions, since two speskers have
fer more than twice the impact of one. The G,A.A. of New Jersey is today one of the largest and

;fiiabla homophile groups in the country. ‘At its most recent mesting it hed as joint guest
speskers Merle Miller and Dr, George Weinberg, who spoke to an overflowecrowd of more then 200
pecple. At its own expensé, G.A.A. of N, J. sent three representatives to the ngtional gay
conference in Chicago in February; at which politicel plans were concerted for gay representation
at both of the forthcoming netional conventions of the two major political parties, By contrast,
I should point out that, but for my having personally impressed upon the Mattachine Board the
neceseity for Mattachine to be represented at that seme Chicago conference, there would have been

no one from Mattachine there., Even as it wass, Mattachine had no funds to pay our lone Chicego

delegate’s travel expenses; he was able to attend only because of the outstanding generosity of
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Don Goodwin, who personally donated the necessary funds. (This was not the first time that Don
hes been the Society's Good Sameriten.,) I was similarly rééponsible for the Board's decision to
have Mattachine mctively partiecipate iﬁ the work of the New Yﬁrk committee which is presently
arrenging for the forthcoming merch on the New York legislature in Albany,later in April. Mestta-
chine, to its shame, was the ONLY New York state gay orgenization which had no official represen—
tative to spesk from the state capitol steps during last-year's Albany relly. Fortunstely, under
our present president, Bob Milne,. such erganizational chauviﬁism has ended, and the Mattachine
Society of New York has-begun to play ite rightful role within the homophile movement in sclid
codperation with other fraternal end scrorel gey orgenizstions, I stend four-square behind this
policy, and wish to further it in every respect. I hold my work with other gay groups to be a
valusble contribution to Mattachine, The impertanﬁ contects, the cross-fertilization of ideas,
as welll as the strength which comes from numbers, are tco numerous to detail, 4s a result there
heve been occagions when other gay commitments have prevented me from sttending Mattachine Board
meetings. I can, however, assert unhesitatingly thet every such absznce hes been necesgitated
by the need to mttend arother gay mevement function and that I hav:j;gnce absented myself frem
2 Board meeting for reasons of personal convenience,

Becaure I am not engaged in outgide employment, I am sble to dévdta
100% of my time to the gay movement. This, too, I consider an asset for Mattachine, since it

permits me to work for gay liberation full time, I solicit your support in re€lecting me to the

Mettechine Bosrd of Directors where I should like te continue working for both Mottachine end

for the movement as a whole,

Respectfully submitted,

4 Qpril 1972 Arthur O, Warner




