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SUBJECT: Municipal Court Judge Liberalizes Policy on Gays

Rather than risk a Superior Court order to do so, Municipal Court
Judge Jack B. Tso voluntarily agreed to 1ift the anti-homosexual conditions
of probation which he had imposed on Edwin Womble, a Los Angeles gay man.
At the request of Judge Tso and Deputy County Counsel David B. Kelsey,
Womble appeared with his attorney Steven T. Kelber in Department 109 of the
Tos Angeles Superior Court today (October 11, 1977).

Kelber, a member of the Hollywood law firm of Coleman and Kelber, acting
on behalf of the National Committee for Sexual Civil Liberties, filed legal
action last Thrusday (October 6th) in Superior Court. The conditions of
probation being challenged were: "Do not publicly associate with known
homosexuals, and do not frequent places where homosexuals congregate."
Judge Tso imposed those conditions notwithstanding the fact that Womble's
attorney at the time of sentencing was Thomas F. Coleman, an openly gay

attorney. The conditions were challenged on the grounds that they violated

the rights of gay people to associate and their right to an attorney of

their own choosing.

Coleman and Kelber hope that other gay men who have had similar conditions
of probation imposed upon them will now come forward to demand recognition of
their rights. In addition, Coleman said, "The County Counsel's office has
agreed to formulate a plan with us whereby these conditions are never again
imposed in Los Angeles County. This is a victory for all gay people. Even
though -there has been no leadership in this area by the United States
Supreme Court, we are seeing a major change in local judicial attitudes about

gay people."

PUBLIC STATEMENT: Womble, along with attorneys Coleman and Kelber, will be
available to answer any questions the press may have, immediately preceeding
and following the court appearance ‘at 9:30 A.M. on Tuesday, October 1lth.
Department 109 of the Superior Court is located on the 9th Floor of the .

Criminal Courts Building, 210 W. Temple, A
East Coast Office: 18 Ober Road, Princeton, New jersey 08540 (609) 924-1950,




Although Womble was arrested for soliciting a lewd act, he

was not convicted of that offense. Ile was convicted only

of trespass.

Note:




EROZATION i Date

Defendant M.C. No.

Dgfendant, given a copy of the following conditions of probation, ex-
pressly indicatea understanding of, and agreement to the following con-
ditions:

HOMOSEXUAL: (1) Stey out of public parks, streets and sidewalks im-

3 mediately sdjacent to public parks; f2) Stay out of places and areas
where homosexuals congregate; (3) Do niot publicly associate with
known homosexuals; (4) Submit t0 and cooperate 1n field interrogatlon
by any peace officer at any time of day or night; (5) Obey all laws.

__ PROSTITUTION (STREET): (1) Obey all lews; (2) Submit to and cooperate
in field interrogaiion’by any peace officer ot any time of day or night;
(3) Carry at all times a valid California drivers license or D.M.V. ID
card containing your true name, age, current address end displey such ID
upon request to any peace officer or officer of the court, and do not use
eny other name for any purpose; (4) Do not solicit or accept a ride from
motorists or park in a motor vehicle with lone male motorists; (5) Do
not approach male pedestrians or motorists or engage them in conversatlon

n a public street or in a public placej (6) Do not occupy & hotel or

motel room or any. other residence unless registered in your true pame;
{7) Submit your person, vehicle and place of residence to search and
gefzure at any time of the day o %, with or without & search warrant,
wnenever recguested to do so by a peace officer.

3
erate in rield interrogation by any peace officer at any time of the

day or night; (3) Carry at all times a valid California drivers licensce
or D.M.V. ID card containing your true name, oge, current address and
display such ID upon request to eny peace of ficer or officer of the
rcurt, and do not use any other name for any purpose; (4) Do not be

loyed by a massege parlor; (5) Do not engage in the act of massaglng
or be employed by a place where massages are given without a valid
police commission permit.

IDUTION (MASSAGE PARLOR): . (1) Obey all laws; (2) Submit to and co-

SORCE AND VIOLEWCE: (1) Do not annoy, harass or molest the complaining
witness; (2) Do not use or threaten to use force or violence on any
person; (3) Cooperaste with any peace officer in any investlgation at any
tize of day or night; (&) Do not own, cerry or possess any dangerous

or deedly weapons, and the L.A.P.D. shall Keep and dispose of the weapons
in this case; (5) Make restitution in the amount of $ to the
complaining witness. P riL L e

NARCOTICS: (1) Obey all lswa; (2) Do not use or possess, without o wvalid
prescription, or soliclt others 10 UEe Or POSBESE, or assoclate with eny-
ohe who uses or possesses (except in conjunction with an authorized plan
of rehabilitation) any marijusna, narcotlcs, dangerous drugs or related
parephernalia; (3) Carry at all €lmes a valild California drivers license
or D.M.V. ID containing true name, age, current address end display such
ID upon the request of any peace offlcer or officer of the court, and
do not use any other neme for eny purpose; (4) Submit to and co o
jeld interrogation by any pecce offlcer at any time of day or
(5) Submit person, vehicle and plece of residence to search and selizure
et any time of day or night, with or witho a cearch warrant, whenever
requested to do 5o by any peace officer; éﬁ% Submit to & urine test upon
reguest of any peace officer or officer o he court; (7% Report to this
court in person within 5 days of any arrest while on probation (if in
custody report by reglsterad mail).
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