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April 7, 1979
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SUBJECT: Hormosexual Diserimination Prohibited by
Governor's Executive Order Just Issued

California Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. issued an executive order this weck
which prohibits diserimination in state employment on the basis of an individual's
sexual preference. The order (a copy is attached) applies to all agencies, depart-
ments, boards and commissions of the Executive Branch of the state government
under the jurisdiction of the Governor. The issuance of the order appeared lo
have gone unnoticed by the press in the flurry of events in Sacramento causcd by
the Lieutenant Governor the day preceding Brown's departure for Africa.

This is only the second such order ever issued by a governor of any state. The
first was issued in 1975 by former Pennsylvania Governor Milton Shapp. Prior to
leaving office last year, Shapp reissued an even stronger order protecting gays.

Under the order just issued by Governor Brown, the State Personnel Board is
given the authority to carry out the order and to remedy violations of it.

The order appears to be the outgrowth of several years work with the Governor
by civil liberties and human rights orgunizations. "Soon after the Consenting Adults
Bill was enacted by the Lesislature in 1976, Pennsylvania Governor Milton Shapp
contacted Governor Brown at my request, urging him to issue an cxecutive order
similar to the one whiech was just signed by the Governor this week," remarked
Los Angeles attorney Thomas F. Coleman. Coleman, who is co-chair of the
National Committee for Sexual Civil Liberties, added, "This has been a continuing
effort for several years and it is heartening to see the Governor take a firm
position on this human rights issue."

The national significance of Brown's order was emphasized by Anthony Silvestre,

chairperson of the Pennsylvania Council on Sexual Minorities, the state agency in

Pennsylvania authorized to monitor compliance with the first such order ever issucd.

Silvestre stated, "News of Governor Brown's order is encouraging. Coupled with the

recent executive orders of various mayors throughout the country, it is clear that
change through the executive braneh is proving to be a successful method of
securing rights for lesbians and gay men."
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£xecutive Depe ent
State of Californiy

EXECUTIVL ORDER B-54-79

WIERENS, government must not single out zaxual rinowx-

‘ities for harassment or recognize mexual orlentation as a hanis
oy dizerinination; and

Il
! : WHEREAS, California must expand its investmen* in human
| capital by enlisting the talent of all members of eoclaty,

HOW, TUER¥POA®, T, Fdnund G. Brown Jr., Governor of the |
State of California, by victue of the power aad authoricy
i vestad in ma by tha Conatitution and statutaes of tha Stata of
California, do harsehy issue thia ordar to bacoma effoctiva
lrmediately: :

Tha agencias, dopartmonts, Loards ank cormlsatons

l within ths Zurecutive 2ranch of atato governrmant under tho durin-
diction of the Covernor zhall not diserininata in ptate euploy-

Lent against any individual bazad solaly upon tha inadividual’a

sexual proferasnca, Ay ulleqed neta gf discrindination in viola-
tion of thig diractive ghall bo reportod to the State Peraonnal

Board for rasolution.

IN WITNESS HWIEREOE,
58t my hand and caneod ths CrontJ
Seal of the Ttpte of California i
to be affixed this 11 e
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CGovarnor of Califorria
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Secratary of Atatu




