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Thank you for the opportunity to review this report.
I will confess that I have not had time to read the
report in full, but from what I have read you have
pursued this topic with the same combination of
professionalism and ability to explain complex
issues clearly that I have seen in your other work.
Such a report is long overdue, and the workgroup
for the project will, I believe, lend great authority to
your conclusions and your recommendations.
Although it was some years ago, I recall that we, as
Adult Protective Services workers, dreaded having
cases where there were allegations of abuse or
neglect by a conservator against their conservatee.
The conservatee seldom felt safe in telling us the
truth due to fear of reprisals from the very person
who controlled their lives.
In addition, even if clear abuse or neglect was found
it was nearly impossible to do anything about it.
Attorneys and judges did not seem interested in
responding to the allegations, and often we would
later receive reports of the same or new abuse or
neglect by the same conservator against their
conservatee and we would realize that although the
judge or other authority who had promised to 'look
into' the abuse or neglect had done nothing to
protect the conservatee.
I hope that your very thorough report will be a
catalyst that can bring about the badly needed
changes and awareness of the all too common
problems and inequities faced by conservatees.
Thank you for all of your hard work on this Tom!
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